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A Probe into the Focus Marking Function of the Modal Adverb “ze”
Cai Yingjie
School of Liberal Arts, Fujian Normal University  Fujian Fuzhou 350007

Abstract This paper attempts to re-examine the functions of “ze” () based on the quotations of
its usage from ancient books such as Zuo Zhuan ( £4%) and demonstrates a grammatical fact that is
often ignored or misunderstood, namely, the word “ze” often functions as a modal adverb when it oc-
curs between the subject and predicate. In a single-clause sentence or a coordinate compound sen-
tence, “ze” is used to emphasize the preceding subject, and in a modificatory complex sentence, “ze”
is used to emphasize the subject-predicate structure of the clause where it is located. The modality ad-

verb functions as a focus marker.

Keywords “ze” (W); modal adverb; focus marker; reanalysis
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