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Language Contact and the Evolution of Word Order
of Negation in Northwest Chinese Dialects

Yuan Fang Wei Hang
School of Foreign Studies, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an  Shaanxi 710049

Abstract The word order of the Northwest Chinese Dialects has undergone a great change since
Yuan dynasty, as evidenced by the fact that negative particles tend to appear after the negated ele-
ments. Previous studies hold that contacting with Altaic languages is the major mechanism for the
change of Northwest Chinese Dialects, but currently it still lacks systematic studies on the details that
lead to the contact-induced language change. The present research aims to investigate the negation
postposition in Northwest Chinese Dialects from the perspective of language-contact. Comparative an-
alyses of the syntactic position of negative particles in Ba-construction and the constructions containing
adverbs and prepositional phrases reveal that there is a striking resemblance between the negation ex-
pressions in Northwest Chinese Dialects and those in Altaic-Sino interlanguages. Hence, we propose
that the incomplete acquisition of Chinese negation by Altaic native speakers is the main reason for the
development of postverbal negation in Northwest Chinese Dialect.

Keywords Northwest Chinese dialect; negation postposition; language contact; interlanguage;

imperfect learning
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